for he knew my power yet rebelled against me!’” [allusion to Jer. 
3:22]. 


[DD] Why did all this happen to him? 


[EE] Once Elisha was sitting and studying in the plain of 
Gennesaret, and he saw a man climb to the top of a palm tree, 
take a mother bird with her young, and descend safely. The 
following day he saw another man climbing to the top of the 
palm tree; he took the young birds but released the mother. 
When he descended a snake bit him and he died. 


[FF] Elisha thought, “It is written, ‘[If you chance to come upon a 
bird’s nest, in any tree or on the ground, with young ones or 
eggs, you shall not take the mother with the young;] you shall 
let the mother go, but the young shall you take to yourself; that 
it may go well with you, and that you may live long’ (Deut. 
22:6f.). Where is the welfare of this man, and where his length 
of days?” 


[GG] He did not know that R. Jacob had explained it before him: 
“That it may go well with you” in the World to Come which is 
wholly good, “And that you may live long,” in the time which 
is wholly long. 


[HH] Some say [he defected] because he saw the tongue of 
Rabbi Judah the Baker, dripping blood, in the mouth of a 
dog. He said, “This is the Torah, and this its reward! This is 
the tongue that was bringing forth the words of the Torah as 
befits them. This is the tongue that labored in the Torah all 
its days. This is the Torah, and this its reward! It seems as 
though there is no reward [for righteousness] and no 
resurrection of the dead.” 


[II] But some say that when his mother was pregnant with 
him, she passed by some heathen temples and smelled 
their particular kind of incense. And that odor pierced 
her body like the poison of a snake. 


[11:8 A] Sometime later Elisha fell sick. They came and told R. Meir, “Behold, 
your master is ill.” He went, intending to visit him, and he found him 
ill. [77c] He said to him, “Will you not repent?” 


[B] He said, “If sinners repent, are they accepted?” 


